
Team Timor is part of the Outreach and Service Ministry team and
oversees the 

Partnership between

Glebe Rd Uniting Church and Ekaristi Church, Dili, Timor Leste

For more information on the history and background of our partnership  Click
Here

The convenor of Team Timor is Noel Rothery and the group meets monthly to 
manage the fundraising and logistics of this vital Partnership.

Recent events in the life of Team Timor

September 2016 Trip to Timor – Reflections

Seven people visited our partner church in Dili – Noel and Noela Rothery, Peter
and Jill Case, Rev Gwen and Dr John Fisher (dentist) and their grandson Will. We
were welcomed with open arms and hearts as our Timorese friends hosted us for
10 days. We were invited to dinner with the Church Council, Synod members,
school teachers, and individual’s homes. 

We were also warmly invited to the Women’s group who shared so much of their
faith, their friendships, their joys, some heartaches and some prayer points with
us. As we prayed together with them, even though we couldn’t understand their
language very well, there was no doubting the shared Spirit that flowed among
us. 

The Youth Group also made us feel right at home and it was such a joy to see
them worship together by singing, praying, studying the Bible and sharing their
insights  and  testimonies  with  each  other.  We  had  a  sense  that  the  next
generation of leaders at Ekaristi Church would continue to grow the church as
their lives are very focussed on the love and Grace of God.

Apart from some sight-seeing and visiting a small  church in the mountains, a
youth  development  agricultural  training  centre  and the  YMCA’s  Peace  Coffee
project  out  in  the  rural  countryside,  we  attended  an  NGO  (non-government
organisation) meeting to discuss the issue surrounding a permanent maritime
border  between  Australia  and  Timor  Leste.  It  was  uplifting  to  hear  the  East
Timorese people speak so passionately about wanting to grow and move forward
as a new nation and have their identity as such validated with a fair, equitable
and permanent maritime border. They are a people filled with such hope for a
brighter future and it was a privilege to stand in solidarity with them on this
issue.

Towards the latter part of our trip, we met up with another dentist, Dr Malcolm
Campbell. He was visiting Timor Leste as part of his mobile dental work with the
Timor Children’s Foundation and agreed to visit the Marcelo 02 school which is a
mission of our partner church and situated in the grounds of the church. The
Principal of the Elementary School agreed that he and Dr John could do some
check-ups on some of the children to determine the state of dental health in the
church and school community. As they began their work, it became very evident
that there was no way that any child was going to be left out. Eager faces peered
through the windows as they waited for their turn and were delighted with the
‘gift’ of a toothbrush and toothpaste. 



The two dentists worked all day using the church as a makeshift dental surgery
and performed over 650 oral health examinations on the children at the school. It
was an awesome effort. Unfortunately, the results showed that the children at
the  school  on  average  had  very  poor  oral  health  and  fell  well  under  the
acceptable levels of tooth decay as set by the World Health Organisation. The
dentists, School Principal and Ekaristi Church Council members all agreed that
something needed to be done to address this heart-breaking issue. Children were
in great  pain with swollen faces,  their  teeth were full  of  abscesses and gum
disease  and  many  of  them  were  not  able  to  sleep  or  eat  properly  and
consequently missed many days of school. Out of this trip in September 2016,
Glebe Road’s Dental Project with Ekaristi Church and the Marcelo 02 School was
born. Click here to read more about this Dental Project.



May 2017 – Timorese friends visit Glebe Rd

Our  two  visitors  from  Timor  Leste,  (Rev  Domingos  Alves  and  Mrs  Marita
Gonsalves)  arrived  on  Wednesday  May  10  and  over  the  next  12  days
experienced a little of life in Australia and reconnected with many friends made
on previous occasions..  Rev Alves is the recently appointed minister of Ekaristi
Church, and Marita is a teacher at Marcelo 02 school and a member of Church
Council.  They were warmly hosted by Roz Rooney and Gwen and John Fisher and
were keen to join in many of Glebe Rd church’s activities. These included Mainly
Music,  the Mothers’  Day breakfast,  a  Riskies outing to the Redland Museum,
Waterers and Weeders, a family picnic and sausage sizzle in Lobley Park, supper
with  the  church  council,  the  music  ministry  team practices,  and  our  regular
church  services.  At  the  basic  Tetum  Course  that  some  members  of  the
congregation  attended,  Marita  and  Domingos  laughed  their  way  through  the
feeble attempts at grammar and the pronunciation of some Tetum words. It was
helpful to have them support us with the correct language structure. 

They also visited Ipswich West Special School, Silkstone School and Bundamba
School.  As  Marita  is  a  teacher,  these  visits  were  really  appreciated.  Other
experiences  included  visiting  the  Boonah  Dental  Clinic,  Trinity  Theological
College and Synod offices,  the Blue Care Respite Centre at  Redbank,  a  Civic
Leaders Lunch,  hymn singing at Ipswich Central  Uniting Church, a trip to the
Ipswich Show and the chance to cuddle a koala at Lone Pine. Afternoon tea was
provided for them at the Arnett’s home where they toured the property and met
the  chooks.  Most  evenings  they  had  dinner  with  different  members  of  the
congregation. At the review of the trip, both of our visitors agreed that they had



seen a lot and had some new ideas to take home with them. Two more Timorese
visitors will be visiting in 2018 and we eagerly await their visit.





May 2017    Dental Project Visit

After the 2016 visit to Timor Leste where the children in Marcelo 02 School were
assessed for dental  needs,  Dr John and Rev Gwen Fisher worked tirelessly to
organise a ‘dental project trip’ back to Ekaristi Church to follow up with some
dental treatment. Fundraising was undertaken at the Boonah Dental Clinic where
they held a ‘Clean for Timor’ day. All staff donated their time and services and
the money from that day was used to purchase dental and medical requirements
for the project.  John and Gwen were accompanied by Peter and Jill  Case who
were keen to facilitate and teach some oral hygiene lessons with the children
and teachers of the school.

The Glebe Rd team joined forces with Timor Children’s Foundation (TCF) Dental
team to provide not only treatment at Marcelo 02 school but also travelled to
work in the UnitingWorld Fusona clinic in Lospalos, a small town about 250km
east  of  Dili.  Our  team of  seven  consisted  of  Dr  Malcolm Campbell,  Dr  Mark
Tuffley, Dr John Fisher, Nurse Bec  Apps, Rev. Gwen Fisher and Peter and Jill Case.
As we left Brisbane, all  travellers were loaded up with suitcases full of dental
equipment and were subsequently detained by the border security officials in Dili
Airport. Even though we all possessed letters from Ekaristi Church and Marcelo
02 school inviting us to undertake some much-needed dental work and letters of
authority  from  GRUC  and  TCF,  they  were  written  in  English  and  were  not
understood  by  the  Timorese  officials.  Our  friends  Domingos  and Orasio  from
Ekaristi Church in Dili were crucial in getting us through customs. We were all
very thankful for our partnership and friendship with these generous people.

When we arrived in Dili,  we were warmly welcomed by the church council  of
Ekaristi at a dinner at the church. We were again reminded of the love, care and
exceeding generosity of our friends in Timor and the great hope and faith that
they have. The next morning, the real work began as we transformed the church
into two dental surgeries. One was set up with a full mobile clinic including a
dental chair and drill unit supplied by Dr Malcolm and TCF. The second area was
set  up  in  the  vestry  and  was  used  for  examinations,  extractions  and  the
sterilising unit. 



Another area of the church was set up as a post-operative area where children
who underwent extractions could stay quiet and calm doing some educational
activities while they were monitored and waited for the all  clear to return to
school. Post-operative instructions were handed out to the parents/guardians of
the school children to ensure the correct care continued as the patients went
home.



During this Dental Trip, treatments were prioritised to children at the
school, teachers and church council members who had experienced:
a. Facial Swelling 
b. Severe Dental Pain 
c. Pain affecting the ability to sleep. 

Even though family members wanted (and needed) to be seen by the dentists,
there was no time for this as the children were our priority. The patients were a
little hesitant at first as their only contact with a dentist previously had been to
have a  tooth extracted with  no  anaesthetic  or  pain  relief.  After  some of  the
teachers and their  children who attended the school  had been treated,  word
spread that the dentists were ok and children clutching consent forms flooded in
through the doors of  the church.  What  a great  thing it  was to see so many
children freed from pain and swelling.

After two days at Ekaristi Church, we packed all the dental equipment into two 4-
wheel drive vehicles and travelled for eight hours to a clinic in Los Palos with
TCF’s  dental  project.  In  the  two  days  at  Lospalos  clinic  the  team  did  110
extractions,  including  12  full  surgical  procedures,  10  fillings,  some  cosmetic
corrections and other treatment as well. We then spent another full drive on the
return trip to Dili. 

The team participated in worship for Pentecost Sunday at Ekaristi Church. Rev
Gwen gave the message and this was translated by Rev Albino.



The whole dental team sang a worship song ably accompanied by Peter on a
borrowed guitar which needed artery forceps to turn the broken tuning knobs.
This  was  the  first  time  the  guitar  had  been  in  tune  for  years.   Peter  also
presented the Church Council at Ekaristi with 9 laptop computers that had been
donated to the Glebe Road congregation by Uniting Care. 

After the church service, we again set up the church ready for more dental work
in the following days. At Marcelo 02 School there were 116 attendances at the
dental  clinic,  with  19 fillings,  10 cleans,  120 extractions,  including 7 surgical
procedures and 15 other miscellaneous treatments. The approximate value of all
dental treatment performed and donated on this trip to Timor Leste is AU$63
000.

On the last day while John and Gwen were taking inventory and packing up the
equipment, Peter & Jill Case presented preventive dental health education to all
21  classes  at  the  school.  The  lessons  included  interactive  teaching  on  diet,
toothbrushing technique and teaching  a  toothbrushing song in  Tetum, “Kose,
Kose, Kose!” (Brush, Brush, Brush!) 



The  teachers  and  children  of  the  school  were  really  engaged  and  actively
participated in these oral health lessons. The children contributed well, laughed a
lot and sang the song beautifully. Our hope is that dental care will continue to
improve in the community. This will  be aided by the generous support of the
students and staff of  Fahan School  in  Tasmania,  who donated over  $4000 to
provide toothpaste, toothbrushes, and fluoride tablets to the students of Marcelo
02 school. 

Rev Gwen and Dr Malcolm were invited to visit the First Secretary for Health at
the  Australian  Embassy  and  made  some  very  helpful  connections  for  future
visits. Rev Gwen also visited the Synod for discussions with the Moderator, Vice
Moderator, General Secretary and Treasurer of IPTL Timor Leste.

The  dental  team  members  worked  long  days  under  difficult  operating  and
environmental  conditions.  They  displayed  compassion  and  empathy  for  the
patients  and community members they encountered.  They quickly  learnt and
developed new skills and techniques and showed initiative where required. This



enabled  the  team  to  develop  and  deliver  an  effective,  efficient  and
compassionate mobile dental service in Timor Leste.

There have been many people  who have enabled this  dental  project  to  take
place.  Thank  you  to  all  the  organisations,  businesses,  dental  practices,
individuals,  friends, and church family who have supported us. Thank you for
your words of  encouragement in these endeavours,  your financial  assistance,
your enthusiasm for the project and your prayers. It is truly a blessing to see
such grace and kindness in action.

In summing up, the team enjoyed a highly successful visit, not only in relieving
pain  and  improving  the  health  of  those  who  were  treated,  but  in  renewing
friendships and supporting our partnership with the Ekaristi congregation. Plans
to return next year to continue the dental project are already underway and we
eagerly look forward to that opportunity.



July 2017 Trip to Timor – Reflections

In early July, three members of GRUC travelled to Timor Leste to visit our friends
and partners at Ekaristi Church in Dili. Noel Rothery, Paul de Sauty and David
Hunter were warmly welcomed and hosted by members of Ekaristi Church for
their nine day visit. The purpose of the visit was to strengthen our partnership by
sharing with the Ekaristi church community.  The team listened to the hopes and
dreams  of  the  church,  and  considered  ways  in  which  Glebe  Road  UC  could
support them in the future.  Our Timorese friends listened to us as we shared our
hopes and dreams for the future of Glebe Rd UC. 

As well as meeting with the Church Council and other groups in the church, the 
team also visited the Marcelo 02 school where a dental project had just been 
completed. Good reports of this project were conveyed to our team. The hosts in 
Timor Leste also took the visitors to meet the people at four smaller churches in 
their beautiful country. These were Zeboath IPTL at Becora, Alpa-Bikiar church, 
the church at Batugede near the Indonesian border and the church at Loes. 
Because of the partnership with Ekaristi, the people in these churches welcomed 
the team as friends and openly shared their lives with them.



Generous hospitality was shown to the Team who were invited into the homes of 
many of the Ekaristi folk.  Even though the standard of living is very basic in 
Timor Leste, these generous people can teach us so much about living in 
community and being dependent upon God for all our needs.




